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Our Izaak Walton League Pledge 
 
"To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land 
and its resources; to know the beauty and understanding of nature, and the value of 
wildlife, woodlands and open space; to the preservation of this heritage and to man's 
sharing in it. I pledge myself as a member of the Izaak Walton League of America." 
 
Preamble: The Chapterhouse and grounds of the Fredericksburg-Rappahannock 
Chapter are resources that must be used and maintained with care so members in the 
future might experience the benefits of a human-made Chapterhouse and supporting 
infrastructure that is in natural harmony with the open areas of the 123-acre property 
owned by the organization to include streams, pond, grassy areas, roads and trails, and 
wooded areas. In short, we must apply the ideals of the Izaak Walton League to what 
we own as an organization and expect our guests and authorized users to conform to 
our ideals. 
 
To accomplish this, a set of requirements is established.  Compliance is required; any 
exceptions or deviations must be in writing. 
 
Requirements: 
 

I. Permitted Use by Organizations/Groups.  Each organization or group 
seeking to use the Chapter facilities must: 
a. Obtain permission and seek a reservation for use from the chapter’s 

Events Coordinator. 
b. Designate an individual who will describe the nature and extent of the 

intended use of the property and complete and sign this Premises Use 
Agreement well in advance of desired use. 

c. Obtain a coded gate entry card in order to properly open the gates for 
entry and exit when using the property.  The cardholder will allow only 
authorized individuals access as described in the intended use of the 
property. 



 

 

d. Provide evidence of insurance as requested by the Events Coordinator. 
II. Access to the property 

 
a. No Member will allow any nonmember the use of his or her All-in-One 

membership card to gain access to the Chapter property. Any member who 
allows such use of the access card will be requested to appear before the Board 
of Directors in accordance with ARTICLE I SECTION 5 of the Chapter Bylaws. 

b. Any member who brings a guest or a group must remain with their 
guest(s) until guest(s) leave the Chapter grounds. 

c. Any member who brings a guest to shoot on the Chapter ranges shall limit 
the number of guests to two per day and a total of three visits per guest.  
The member must sign the guests names into the registry in the kiosk 
provided for that purpose at the left of the entrance upon entering the 
gates to the property. 

d. Any member or authorized user using the Chapterhouse or Grounds will 
be held accountable for any damage to building and grounds. 

e. All Members (and their guests) and authorized users are responsible for 
their conduct and will behave in a manner that will be in compliance with 
all rules and will act in a way that will not embarrass the Chapter.  Any 
violation reported by a fellow member will be required in a verbal or written 
statement to the Board of Directors.  The violator (Member responsible for 
a guest or an individual responsible for an authorized use) will be 
summoned to appear before the Board of Directors in accordance with 
ARTICLE I SECTION 5 of the chapter Bylaws.  

 
III. The Chapterhouse and Activity Center 

a. The Chapterhouse and Activity Center are not to be used unless expressly 
authorized. 

b. Bunking is never allowed in either facility.  
c. The rest rooms will be operable weather permitting.  Please practice water 

conservation as best you can.  The PortaPotty is operational and not 
locked.  Please leave it as clean as it is found. 

 
IV. The Grounds 

a. When the grass is wet and muddy do not drive or park on the yard! The 
ground is soft and ruts are created. 

b. NO hunting of wildlife is allowed on Chapter property. 
c. Both two-wheeled and four-wheeled off-road vehicles (commonly known 

as dirt bikes, all terrain vehicles (ATV's) or four wheelers) must be 
authorized and use will be confined to the prepared road surfaces. 

d. Fireworks are prohibited. 
e. Owners will not allow their dog(s) to run freely and will remove any animal 

waste from the grounds using a plastic waste bag made for the purpose. 
f. No user will cross over to the property outside of the vehicle access road, 

that is, to the side where ranges are located. 



 

 

g. On designated work party days (usually the first Saturday of each month), 
the buildings, pavilion, and ranges will be closed except for related or 
separately authorized use.  

h. All trash when found on the grounds even if not yours will be retrieved and 
discarded in a trash receptacle.  

i. Range debris such as targets, cartridge boxes, wooden target stands and 
spent brass will be retrieved from the ranges.  Only spent brass will be 
deposited in the pails provided at the firing line.  All other debris and trash 
such as food/drink containers will be removed from the chapter premises 

 
V. Alcoholic Beverages 

a. Alcoholic beverages may be consumed in moderation when expressly 
permitted for a special event such as a wedding or a reunion and for an 
event where sales are permitted, viz. a wine festival.  When alcohol is 
permitted for sale, all events shall secure necessary government permits 
and will be subject to Virginia alcoholic beverage control laws.  Otherwise 
the sale, open use, abuse, exposure to minors or public intoxication is 
forbidden. 
 

VI. Open Fires 
a. No fires are allowed on grounds except in designated fire pit areas. 
b. Fires will be kept small and under control at all times. 
c. Cooking grills are permitted at or near the pavilions following appropriate 

safety requirements. 
d. In no circumstances will any fire be allowed in the wooded area or within 

10 feet of a tree line. 
 

VII. Upper Pavilion and Activity Center 
a. Clean the pavilion and Activity Center after your use. 
b. The utilities (electric and water) will not be used unless authorized in the 

use permit. 
c. Place all trash in receptacles provided. 
d. Use liners and when finished remove all your bagged trash from the 

premises.  We do not have a trash service. 
e. Dump ashes from cooking grills after the ashes have cooled. 
f. Return picnic tables to their original location when finished. 

 
VIII. Firearms 

a. Organizations and groups will not generally be permitted to bring 

firearms on the property unless range usage pre-approved. 
b. If approved all firearms must be legal in all attributes of 

design/construction and the possession and handling must 
conform to all state and federal laws. Under no circumstances 

are automatic firearms allowed on the premises even if legally 
owned.  



 

 

c. If range use is approved, range users will be supplied a copy of our range 
rules (available also for downloading from web site) and will be subject to 
any other requirements determined by the Range Safety Committee. 
When firearms are allowed, aII firearms will be handled in accordance with 
the established Chapter Range Rules and as stated in the laws of the 
State of Virginia. 

d. Chapter property behind or beyond the range berms (i.e., downrange of 
the firing lines) are off limits at all times except when ranges are closed.  
In general, activities will be segregated from the ranges. That is no activity 
will normally need access to the range side of the road through the 
Chapter.  Permission from an official of the Chapter is required for use of 
the ranges and access downrange for any reason.  No one will ever 
assume the ranges are closed even if the ranges are not occupied. 

 
IX. Hiking Trails 

a. The walking trail encircles the pond area. Hikers will not stray to the 
outside of the trail especially where the trail parallels the archery range on 
the west side of the pond and the adjacent property on the south side of 
the pond.  The property lines are close to the trail and if you stray a few 
feet off the trail you will be considered trespassers by the adjacent 
property owner. 
 

X. Pond  
a. No one is allowed to swim in the pond. 
b. Trash shall not be thrown in the pond. 
c. Only watercraft with an electric motor or paddles are allowed.  Internal 

combustion motors are disallowed on the pond. 
d. Fishing the pond must be authorized in the use permit.  All state fishing 

laws apply and the Virginia Game and Inland Fisheries do have authority 
to check fishing on our pond.  Anyone age 16 or over should possess a 
valid Virginia Fishing License.  Adults are considered to be fishing if they 
hold the rod for a younger person. 

e. Activities on the sloped side of the dam (the side facing the range road 
and range 3) are prohibited. 

 
XI. Minor Children 

a. Children under the age of 18 will be accompanied by a parent, legal 
guardian or custodian that shall monitor and control the activities of the 
child. 

b. In no instance will children 12 or younger be allowed to be outside direct 
control at any time. 

c. Children of age 13 or older will be allowed outside direct control if 
subscribing to a “buddy” system where there will always be two or more 
children of this age in a group. 

 
XII. Notice of High Definition Camera Surveillance Use on Grounds 

http://iwlafred-rapp.org/documents/IZAAK_WALTON_LEAGUE_OF_AMERICA_Range_Rules_20160812.pdf
http://iwlafred-rapp.org/documents/IZAAK_WALTON_LEAGUE_OF_AMERICA_Range_Rules_20160812.pdf


 

 

a. As part of the Chapter's security program, high-definition video camera 
surveillance is employed to monitor selected portions of the Chapter.   

b. Two pan, tilt and zoom cameras survey the grounds from two 
locations.  One location surveys the back lot of the grounds and the other  
surveys the entry gate and front lot.  In addition, there is a fixed focus 
camera installed at ranges 1, 2, and 3 and the shotgun range to monitor 
each firing line. 
 

 


